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■* Thro* what new soenes and changes must we pass I 
The wide, th* unbounded prospect lies before us. 
But shadows, clouds, and darkness rest upon it*** 



Protestants op England I-^The hour of trial 
has come — and shall we nqt appeal to you at a mo- 
ment when bur properties, our liberties, and our 
religion, are at stake-^united by the sacred bonds 
of fellow*citizenship, of Christian brotherhood— - 
devoted subjects of a common King — ^belieyers in a 
^ common faith ? Shall our appeal be vain to those 
at whose side we fought and gained the battle of 
freedom's cause on foreign shores ? Shall those 
who were willing to ** spend and be spent,** to 
check the scourge of tyranny's rod, when it threat- 
ened Europe with devastation, now remain care- 
less or inactive, when the sword of Popery and su* 
perstition hangs suspended over our heads? Re- 
member, fellow-countrymen, the thread once snap- 
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ped, the bright hope of liberty^, of life, and 
truth is cut oflp from our benighted land. Provi-^ 
dence may over-rule, it is true, the wickedness of 
men to his own wise purposes ; and had we not 
this rock of hope to rest upon, despair would long 
since ha?e overwhelmed us, while the tide of revo- 
lution has been sweeping oflP all our institutions 
around us ; but remember, that while it is our duty 
to await results with patience and submission, it is 
equally our duty to use the means that are given 
to us, for averting the danger with energy and 
vigour. 

What may be the result of the crisis to which 
public affairs have now come, no human foresight 
can enable us to say ; but if we may judge of the 
future from our experience of the past — if we ob- 
serve the rapid progress which the spirit of revolu- 
tion has lately made, well may we anticipate the 
worst — quickly indeed may each of us ** set his house 
in order.** 

Among all the most zealous opponents of Roman 
Catholic emancipation, who was so rash as to pro- 
phesy the events, which are now passing before our 
eyes ? Of all the solemn warnings, which were ut- 
tered by those, ^ho most dreaded the passing of the 
Reform Bill, which ventured to assert that the pre- 
rogative of the Crown would so soon be rendered a 
nullity ? Some men hazarded the doubt that his Ma- 
jesty would have the free choice of his ministers at 
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certain moments of great excitement on an j popu<> 
lar question (and we need not recur to the taunts 
and sneers which they encountered for the absurdity 
of the apprehension) but, gracious Heaven I who 
would have had the hardihood to predict the phe<- 
nomenon which we now see ? A majority of the 
House of Commons (reformed, forsooth, for the 
very purpose of making it a more perfect reflection 
of the sentiments and feelings of the people) diame- 
trically opposed to all the rank, property, and in* 
telligence of the country — ^public time wasted — pub- 
lic business interrupted — the nation deprived of the 
services of such a minister as Sir Robert Peel — 
uniting, confessedly, more of the natural qualities 
and attainments, essential to the character of an 
eminent statesman, than any man of the present day— 
solely to gratify the spirit of faction, and by the op- 
position of those v.ery men, whose incapacity to 
carry on the government, compelled him to un- 
dertake the arduous task in which he was engaged. 
We challenge any fair man to shew a plausible claim 
to office, which the present ministry can advance, 
except their holy alliance with the Irish radicals in 
the House of Commons, and their successful display 
of tactique in conducting a factious opposition to 
Sir Robert Feel's administration — and on this 
ground alone you are called on to sanction a cabi- 
net without any pretension to the talent, the prin^ 
ciple, or the character, which used formerly to give 
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weight and stability to the government of £ng* 
land — a cabinet of pien, forcing themselves into of* 
fice in opposition to addresses pouring in from every 
corner of the kingdom, in opposition to the voice of 
ft people whose sentiments they affect to repre- 
sent — whose interests they pretend to have at heart — 
a cabinet united but by one bopd, their insatiable 
thirst for office — agreed upon one principle of ac- 
tion, and one only — the reckless abandonment of all 
our institutions. Now, we do not profess to pin our 
faith upon the opinions of the Right Hon. Baronet^ 
or of any individual ; but let us dispassionately enquire 
into the rational grounds for the opposition which has 
been given to his administration. Perhaps the ma« 
jority of the House of Commons wished to try the 
experiment of what Mr. Hume calls << out-and-out 
reform and economy." If so, why were not the 
talents of its old and tried advocates called in ? Why 
were Mr. Hume and Mr. O'Connell forgotten in 
making up the new cabinet ? An administration, 
composed of such men, would, at all events, have 
the charm of novelty, and would be a curious expe- 
riment even in these days of invention ; but an open 
union with them was not prudent — any undisguised 
junction with such men must have foiled the hope 
of gratifying the fatal ambition, which has led to 
the late change of ministry. Thank God I no party, 
except the Irish taily could yet dare, in the face of the 
British nation, openly to avow any such connexion. 
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But is there no identity with the great Agitator 
in principle ? Is not the present goyemment virtu- 
ally pledged to those measures, of which he has ever 
been the zealous advocate ? Is it not bound hand 
and foot to his plan for the appropriation of Church 
property in Ireland ? If so, then, is cowardice too 
harsh a term for the weakness which thus shrinks 
from avowing the union, that has really been formed 
with Mr. O'Connell ; or are we unfair in calling it 
avarice, thus to rush in and rob him of the spoils 
of place and power ? Away with the name of 
political integrity — the mockery of public virtue — 
if we are thus to have the dearest interests of our 
country bartered for the paltry emoluments of 
office — if the destruction of Ireland's tranquillity, 
the violation of the sacred rights of property, and 
the sacrifice of our religion, are to be held out as a 
sop to silence the abuse, or satisfy the ambition of 
any man or set of men. In the name of justice, if 
the principle upon which the House of Commons be 
resolved to act, be radical reform, let consistent ra- 
dicals assume the reins of government, and let 
not those men, from whose grasp we have so 
lately escaped, again foist themselves upon the 
country — a faction, whose imbecility, and igno- 
rance hardly left them the semblance of a party 
in the nation, when they were last driven out 
of office. Nay, strange as it may seem, after four 
years* duteous submission to that portion of the 
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public press by which msinly they raised themselves 
to power, they were not able to procure, even from 
that quarter, the tribute of condolence on their late 
conge, which their subservient devotion to its sug- 
gestions seemed fairly to dem.and. 

It is said, fellow-countrymen, that you are resolved 
to have reform and economy. — Conceded : — we 
claim the same, and we are entitled to both in their 
true sense ; but we are sick of revolution under the 
cloak of reform, and disgusted with that under-cur* 
rent of reduction, which inflicts misery and starvation 
upon thousands, under the pretence of economy, while 
the public expenditure is increased ten-fold by the 
creation of new patronage, and the issuing of absurd, 
if not illegal, commissions, to provide for needy pa- 
rasites, and the hangers-on of a weak government ; 
while millions are squandered, and the industry 
of your labouring and manufacturing classes is op- 
pressed by tax heaped on ta:i(, in order to make 
amends for the government-plunder of the Irish 
Clergy — ^to bribe the directors of the Bank of Eng- 
land, and the shareholders of East India property, 
into a compromise of their just rights — ^to prop up a 
puppet of the Modern Whigs* own fancy on the 
mock throne of Greece — to place the bauble 
of royalty in the hand of Prince Leopold — or, 
lastly, to purchase nominal liberty with the re^l 
misery of idleness and want, for those, who were, 
beyond comparison, in a superior condition to 
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our own poor, in dll the necessaries and cotnforts 
of life. 

We ask^ however, with what justice the House of 
Comiiions anticipated, that Sir Robert Peel's admi- 
nistration Would be regardless of the nation's wishes 
as to the reform of all real abuses, or any retrench- 
ment, which could be made in the public expenditure, 
consistently with securing the effective discharge of 
public business, and maintaining the dignity of the 
Crown ? In the year 1830, the administration, of 
which the Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel 
were the leading members, reduced taxation by 
the sum of two millions nine hundred and ten 
thousand pounds, and we are still taunted with 
the monopoly of economy, to which the modem- 
Whigs lay claim. But it is idle to pretend that the 
opposition in the House of Commons arose from 
any fear of the extravagance of government with 
regard to the public money. Well, then, we adk 
in fairness, is it not equally absurd to pretend that 
the cause of true reform was in danger ? Was 
there so much bigotry in the tone of the late Pre- 
mier's address to the electors of Tamworth, where 
he avowed the principles on which he intended to 
carry on the government? Or was there such a fall- 
ing off from those principles, evinced by his practice, 
in the only important measures which he had time 
to introduce ? But perhaps it may be said that such 
views were new to the Right Hon, Baronet. What I 
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Does the Herculean taak, which he accomplished, in 
the reyision and amendment of our criminal code, 
afford no pledge, that he was nbt at that time an 
enemy to real reforms, or a bigot to the mere name 
of old institutions ? Can any proof of attachment to 
abuses be found in the sentiments, which he express- 
ed on the reform bill ?* ^< I do not hesitate,'' said he, 
^* to avow that there might have been proposed cer- 
'< tain alterations in our representative system, 
*' founded on safe principles, abjuring all cpnfisca- 
*« tion, and limited in their degree, to which I would 
" have at once assented/' Or again, when the Right 
Hon. Baronet avowed his opinions on church re- 
form, in these words, t " The Right Hon. Gentle- 
** man has stated that the whole question to-night 
** is, whether there shall be a reform in the Church 
'^ of Ireland or not. I entirely deny that that is 
" the case ; at least, I deny that any such interpreta- 
** tion is to be put on any vote of mine, because I 
'< admit that some reform is necessary, to secure the 
" stability of the Church of Ireland. I approve, 
** therefore, of those parts of the present bill which 
" go to the redress of real abuses. I approve of 
" that part of the bill which requires that the spi- 
*< ritual duties of the Clergy should be personally 
" and scrupulously discharged." And again, " there 
" must be no appropriation of Church property to 

• See Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, March 3, 1831. 

t See Do., Debate on Irish Church Temporalities* Bill, May 6, 1833. 
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" state purposes, but I do not object to an equal- 
" ization in livings, and to providing for the wor- 
" ship of the great Protestant population in the 
" large towns. I object to any plan which does 
'< not consider these objects as the first to be attend- 
" ed to. I want to see that spread of the re- 
" formation in Ireland, which I fear is not yet com- 
** menced. That the time must come, when that 
" reformation will take place, not through the ope- 
" ration of force, but under kind influences, is a 
" conviction deeply impressed upon my mind. I 
" say, therefore, that we ought to be cautious how 
** we restrict the expansive force of the Protestant 
" faith, by diverting the provisions made for the 
^< support of its ministers, to secular purposes, and 
"deprive it of the power of filling a more ex- 
" tended sphere of duty than the Protestant Church 
" is now called upon to fulfil." 

If, then, such be the past conduct — such the 
avowed sentiments of the Rt. Hon. Baronet, where 
were the grounds for the factious opposition, by 
which he was, night after night, met and thwarted, 
in his attempt to conduct the business of the 
nation ? We boldly challenge any fair man to say 
whether the principles on which the late administra- 
tion was formed, were not those on which nine- 
tenths of the rational and sober-thinking portion 
of the nation wish to see the government of the 
country conducted. Let us now turn the pictiire. 
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and see what has been gained by the change, in 
point of talents, judgment, discretion, practical 
experience, or statesman-like views. We shall only 
place m juxta-position the names of Sir Robert 
Peel, Lord Lyndhurst, the Duke of Wellington, . 
Lord EUenborough, Mr. Goulburn, Lord Had- 
dington, Sir Edward Sugden, and Sir Henry 
Hardinge, with those of Lord Melbourne, Lord 
Palmerston, Mr. Poulett Thompson, Mr. Charles 
Grant, Lord John Russell, Lord Mulgrave, Lord 
Plunkett, and, though last not least, my Lord 
Morpeth ; and we leave to you, fellow-country- 
men, to decide on the advantage of the late chaise, 
in adding to that estimation and influence, which 
a government ought ever to possess, and which, 
thank God, is still inseparably attached to ta- 
lents and integrity of character, in the mind of 
the British people. But is there no compromise 
of character, no change of principle, no sample 
of that accommodating ^* expediency" which now 
prevails among politicians, in the acceptance of 
office, by the present administration ? Suffice it 
to give the opinions once entertained by one of 
them upon the great question, which has now 
brought them into office, and we shall take one, 
of whom, without flattery, it may be said, that 
(with the solitary exception of Mr. Spring Rice,) 
he concentrates the whole talent of the adminis- 
tration. 
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On a motion of Mr. Hume's in the House 
of Commons, in 18S4, on the subject of Church 
reform, the present Lord Chancellor of Ireland^ 
with as much eloquence as sound constitutional 
feeling, thus expressed his opinions : — " T have ever 
•• been, and to the last hour of my life will conti- 
** nue to be, unalterably the advocate of my Ro- 
** man Catholic brethren ; but in doing so, I will 
<< ever respect established rights, and recognized in- 
"stitutions; and, while I vindicate the claims of 
** the Catholics, I shall carefully abstain from offer* 
" ing any wrong to the Protestant clergy — any en- 
" croachment on their property — any aggression 
<< on their sacred functions. I will not sail in the 
*' same vessel with the honorable gentleman, (Mr. 
'* Hume,) and his friends, to the high latitudes, to 
** which they propose to run.** 

Recollect, we pray you, fellow-countrymen, what 
was the motion which Mr. Plunkett, in 18S4, 
complained of as ** running to high latitudes ;'* 
*' that it was expedient to inquire whether the 
present Church Establishment of Ireland be not 
more than commensurate to the services to be per- 
formed, both as regards the number of persons 
employed, and the incomes they receive 1 1** 

Recollect also, that Mr. Hume had, a few nights 
before that debate, expressed his full satisfaction 
with the plan of Church reform, suggested in a peti- 
tion which he had presented to the house, which 
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prayed for a reduction of only six or seven bishops, 
on the ground that the number of Protestants in 
Ireland was then but half a million. In what la- 
titude does the noble lord now find himself, whilst 
he sails in the same vessel with a government pledg- 
ed to the open and avowed plunder of that very- 
Church which he then so ably — so eloquently 
supported — at a time when ten bishoprics and 
two archbishoprics have been already abolished — 
when, beyond all controversy, the number of Pro- 
testants exceeds two millions ? But we must not 
do injustice to the consistency of Mr. Plunkett, 
by withholding the rest of his powerful speech on 
that occasion. " Much as I regret,** said he, " the 
<^ principles upon which the honorable gentleman 
" (Mr. Hume) seems to found his motion, the 
" means suggested for carrying its design into ex- 
*^ ecution, are at least equally objectionable. The 
<< honorable gentleman evidently thinks that Par-> 
** liament is at liberty to deal with the property of 
" the Church, exactly in the same \vay, as if it were 
" a tax or any other property of the state. Now, 
" that the property of the Church may not be in- 
" terfered with as well as the property of the state, 
" in a case of public necessity, I will not assert ; 
<< but be it observed, that upon the same principle 
" the private property of every man in the kingdom 
(< is equally liable. I repeat, that to take away the 
<< ancient rights of one class of persons to give them 
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" to another, cannot be termed any thing but spolia- 
<< tion. If we begin with the Church, let the land- 
*< holder look to himself, and let the fundholder 
'^ also take care of himself, as he lies even more 
"conveniently than the landholder/' But now 
mark I British Protestants I the prophetic announce- 
ment with which the speech concludes : — " Speak- 
" ing of it in a political point of view, I have no 
" hesitation to state that the existence of the Pro- 
" testant establishment is the great bond of union 
" between the two countries, and if ever that unfor- 
" tunate moment shall arrive when we shall rashly 
" lay our hand on the property of the Church, to 
" rob it of its rights, that moment we shall seal 
" the doom, and terminate the connexion between 
" the two countries 1 1" 

What I is the noble lord blind to the << signs of 
the times,'' or does he think that the great agitator's 
efforts to cement the union, have now obviated all 
difficulties — removed all danger of laying hands 
upon the property of the Church ? No. 

" Tempora mutantur et nos mutamur in illis 1" 

One word of comment is unnecessary. To the 
individual himself, the rebukes of conscience must 
be a sufficient punishment for the change. 

^^ . . . There is no future pang 

Can deal that justice on the self-condemned> 

He deals on his own soul." 
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But for the honour of our national . character, 
we wish to know what limits are to be assign- 
ed to the political tergiversation which the new 
doctrine of expediency will permit. ** Expediency'* 
and ^* circumstances'* — those indulgent names 
under which modern liberality endeavours to dis- 
guise a weak concession to popular clamour, or 
a corrupt sacrifice of public principle to private 
interest. Unless England is satisfied to sacrifice 
our aristocracy, our monarchy, and our religion, at 
the shrine of that tri-une idol — Popery, Infidelity, 
and Democracy — surely it is time for British Pro- 
testants to awake, and avert the danger which is 
at hand ; surely our present cause is one sufficient 
to enlist your feelings, your energies, and your in- 
fluence. 

The mischievous e£Fects of a modern- Whig go- 
vernment were made tolerably manifest by their fo- 
reign policy when last in power ; every one knows 
tiiat their weak and vacillating conduct was only 
calculated to bring government into derision in the 
eyes of the nation, and the nation into contempt 
with all those powers on the continent, who had 
been so long used to admire and look up to England's 
policy. They professed, on coming into office, that 
* non-intervention' was the principle of their foreign 
policy, and they, no doubt, adhered to it, where 
conscious weakness and cowardice precluded any 
hope of success, in openly espousing the cause of 
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(jranny and oppression. Thejr did not intervene 
to compel Russia, Prussia^ or Austria, to consent 
to the dismembermeat of the kingdom of Holland ; 
but they adopted the milder and more convenient 
system of mediation as a cloak for an unjustifiable 
conspiracy with a nation which was for centuries 
England's deadliest foe — nay which had, almost be- 
come her natural enemy — to oppress one of our oldest 
and most faithful allies, whose interests it was no less 
our policy, than our imperative duty, to protect. 
They did not (as Burke once said of France) sacri- 
fice England's honor to her interest, but they 
abandoned ber interest that they might prostitute 
her honor. 

But neither the foreign policy of the modern- 
Whigs, nor their domestic policy, as confined to 
England, can enable us to estimate fairly the dan- 
ger of allowing the nation again to fall into the 
possession of such busy hands and empty heads 
as compose the present cabinet. It is impossible 
duly to appreciate this without taking a glance 
at the effects of their policy in Ireland. His- 
tory certainly presents no parallel to the extra* 
ordinary melange of arbitrary domination and un- 
justifiable concession to popular clamour, which 
the Irish government exhibited during the four 
years, for which the Whigs continued last in power. 
Never was there so lamentable a proof that the 
statesman who is led into the patli of concession. 
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at the sacrifice of principle, only follows the empty 
phantonii which deludes every votary of mob-popu- 
larity, until he finds, when too late, that the inevi- 
table result is 

^< To pluck a thousand dangers on his head, 
To lose a thousand well-disposed hearts." 

It is a bold assertion, but one which is fully 
borne out by facts and by the experience of those 
who have mixed in Irish politics, that at the disso- 
lution of Lord Melbourne's administration, there 
was not a single party in Ireland (out of the many 
which we have the misfortune to possess) who placed 
full confidence in the principles, or gave cordial 
support to the measures of that ministry ; and al- 
though they sacrificed the support and confidence 
of the well-disposed portion of the Irish people— 
although their weak and wavering policy almost re- 
duced our unhappy country to a state of open in- 
surrection — still they ingejiiously contrived to lose 
the grace of their concessions by some of those steps 
which they now and then took *^ for regulating 
the balance between Irish parties" — some bold mea* 
sure in vindication of the law, or some uncon- 
stitutional bill for which they had actually created 
the necessity by their own conduct. 

Gratifying reflection upon their return to oflBice I 
Retrospects are unpleasant ; but injustice to our 
cause, British Protestants, we must now take a 
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short review of the modern- Whig policy, as display- 
ed in Ireland, from 18S0 to 1834. 

They commenced their warfare against the Pro- 
testant religion, by withdrawing the parliamentary 
grant from the Kildare-place Society, because (as the 
government alleged, at Mr. O'ConnelPs instance) 
Roman Catholics would not send their children to be 
educated in the schools of a Society which made the 
reading of the Bible an essential part of the* daily in- 
struction. Wise legislators I when, at that very time 
the Kildare-place Society had 16^0 schools open, 
and \3%573 Roman Catholic children receiving 
instruction under its auspices, the great majority 
of whom were Roman Catholics* — ^nay, when, in 
addition to these, there were 4000 schools in Ire- 
land, unfettered by connexion with any Protestant 
Society, and mostly under the direction of Roman 
Catholic masters, in every one of which, the holy 
Scriptures were read I And yet, in opposition to 
such evidence, the government of reformed and 
Protestant England forced upon Ireland a system 
of national education, interdicting the reading of 
God's Word. 

The next step, which the Whigs took to prove 
their love of Protestantism — a fit opening for the 
scene of church depredation, in which they were 
themselves to be the principal actors — was their 

* Mr. Stanley's Speech — Debate on Education, Ireland. September 
9th, ISSL^Mirror of Parliament. 
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memorable announcement of the * extinction of 
tithes/ (the gentle hint to Mr. O'Connell's * peo- 
ple/ that they might innocently withhold their tithes, 
and reduce to penury the unfortunate clergy of 
Ireland) — one of those measures, forsooth, for 
which the * Treasury pamphlet' claimed so much 
credit, as < adopted for removing the collision be- 
tween the tenantry and the clergy, as to tithes/ 

Conscience.*stricken at last, or, perhaps, appalled 
by the mie^ery, to which the refusal to pay tithes had 
reduced the families of hundreds of zealous and 
devoted clergymen, they propose the absurd loan 
of £60|000, as a panacea for the wretchedness, of 
which they were themselves the sole cause — ^laugh- 
ed at for this abortive effort, they soon devise 
the million loan — at length, all failing them, and 
finding, that Ireland was brought to a state of 
almost open insurrection, they next bring forward 
their coercion bill, the most arbitrary of all arbitrary 
measures ever devised by a British minister. No- 
thing abashed by the gross inconsistency with their 
old invectives against the insurrection act, when 
proposed by the Tories, they drag it through the 
House of Commons — not a little mutilated, and after 
no small share of truckling on their part to Mr. 
O'Connell. The wholesome effect, which the 
terror of this bill produced in Ireland was instan- 
taneous ; the appalling and savage outrages, which 
had disgraced the preceding winter, were no more 
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to be heard of; tithes were pud in every part of 
the country, as freely as in the Church's halcyon 
days, with perhaps a very few exceptions, where 
the occasional assistance of the police was required* 
But my Lord Althorp felt that this could not long 
be palatable to the great Agitator, and with good 
grace he volunteered in a second crusade against 
the clergy, by forbidding the police, under any cir- 
cumstances, to assist in the collection of tithes. 
Accordingly, the effect was soon visible — murders, 
tithe-affrays and outrages of the most desperate 
nature, were again revived. 

The attention of government was just at that 
time called off to another object equally laudable. 
Having struck a blow at the Church, to shew the 
impartiality with which they waged their war on 
all our institutions, they next directed their hosr 
tility against the administration of justice. But 
their wanton and gratuitous insult to one of the 
ablest, most accomplished and most upright judges 
on the Irish bench, is too deeply engraven on the 
memory of every one, to need reiteration. The 
increased lustre with which his character has come 
forth from the ordeal, is sufficient to prove the 
impotency as well as the malignity of his assail- 
ants. 

Foiled in this, they return with new zest to the 
plunder of the Church, and annihilate, by their 
'< Church Temporalities' Bill,'' ten bishoprics, and 
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two archbifibopricB — ^virtually, if not actually, vio- 
lating the Act of Union. 

But the recapitulation of the *' follies, faults, and 
crimes/' of the late Whig government in Ireland, 
is tedious and disgusting. It is unnecessary to 
add the insults, which it seemed their delight to 
heap upon the Protestant magistrates ; or the peace-' 
offering, which they presented to the great Agitator, 
by instituting that commission, which is now rapidly 
sowing the seeds of never-dying enmity between 
Roman Catholics and Protestants. Enough has 
been already adduced to prove the conciliatory 
means which the Whigs selected, when last in power, 
to win over the Protestants from joining the repesd 
party, and accepting the flattering invitations, held 
out by Mr. O'Connell. 

Nor does it appear, that the Whigs have much 
cause for self-gratulation, even when they reflect 
upon the spirit in which their base truckling to the 
arch-demagogue has been received by him and his 
party. Mr. O'Connell, in the debate on the ad- 
dress to the throne last session, uses the following 
tomplimentary language towards them : — " All the 
** crimes, which are now committed in Ireland, can, 
" in justice, be laid only at the door of the Whigs — 
" the Whigs have always proved the bitterest enemies 
" of Ireland." Again, in his letter to Lord Duncan- 
non, in last September, he is equally courteous : — 
" By the Whigs we had been promised, and from 
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*^ the Whig8 we had expected better treatment. 
*' Alas I alas t for Ireland, how soon was that pro« 
** mise broken — how fatally were our expectations 
* ^ disappointed. They know little of human nature, 
*< and less of the nature of Irishmeni who do not un- 
** derstand how deep an impression — ^how lasting i^ 
** recollection has been burned into our souls by the 
" tyranny of the Whigs. There never was anything 
*' which, in its effects, so increased the numbers of 
^* sober, steady, thinking repealers. Ireland feels 
" the Whig despotism to its heart*s core. We cannot 
** forget it — ^we may forgive the individuals con- 
<< cerned in this despotic career, but we never can» 
•* or ought to forgive, or more than tolerate, for a 
** season, the system which inflicted these bitter and 
** contumelious injuries upon us.*' 

But the modern-Whigs may, perhaps, say, "Look 
to the actual state of Ireland during our government, 
and not to the opinion of either Protestants or Roman 
Catholics." Well, let them be tried by their own test. 
What a frightful picture of the state of Ireland 
was exhibited by Lord Grey in his apology to the 
House of Lords for his arbitrary and unconstitu- 
tional Coercion Bill: — " The catalogue of Irish 
" crime during last year, contains,*' said the noble 
Lord, " 172 homicides, 465 robberies, 568 burgla- 
«* ries, 455 acts of houghing of cattle, 2,095 ille- 
" gal notices, 425 illegal meetings, 3,156 serious 
" assaults. The aggregate of crime connected with 
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** the disturbed state of the country, amounts to 
*' upwards of 9>000, and is on the increase. In the 
** province of Leinster, the number of crimes during 
" July, August and September, is l,279f and in 
•* the three following months 1,646.*** This re- 
volting detail is then summed up by the frightful 
admission, that ** There was a system of general 
^ demoralization, such as never before existed in 
" a country calling itself civilized.** 

Again, taking emigration as a criterion of the 
state of Ireland, can the Whigs appeal with much 
gratification to the melancholy fact, that in the first 
six months of the year 1831, the number of emigrants 
from Ireland (four-fifths of whom are always Pro- 
testants), amounted to 37>17l9 while during the 
whole of the year 1828, under the * arbitrary rod 
of Toryism,* it only amounted to 9572 ? 

Again, let Lord Wellesley*B report of the state 
of Ireland, in 1834, be looked at, and it can 
hardly afford much satisfaction to the Whigs. In 
his despatch to government, dated the l5th Aprils 
1834, he says, ** The cases of crime are so nume- 
*^ rous, and marked by so many circumstances of ag.- 
« gravation, that I must request your Lordship's 
'* most minute attention to the detailed reports of 
" the Inspector-General, wherein a full account is 
" given of these barbarous outrages, and of their 

• Hinsaid's Parliamentaiy Debates, likk Febniaiy, 168a 
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<* systematic origin. Lawless combinations, secret 
** councils, and nightly outraged, are here exhibited 
** in full force. A complete system of legislation^ 
*^ with the most prompt, vigorous, and severe exe^ 
^< cutive power sworn, equipped, and armed, for 
*^ all the excesses of savage punishment, is establish* 
" ed in almost every district.'* - 

And in another part of the same despatch, he 
says, << These disturbances have been in every 
** instance excited and inflamed by the agitation of 
^^ the combined projects for the abolitiob of tithes, 
^* and the destruction of the union with Great 
" Britain.*' 

And, lastly, — ^to complete the sketch of the la* 
mentable effects which were produced by the ruin- 
ous and infatuated anti-Protestant policy, which the 
modern-Whigs pursued in Ireland — ^we may refer to 
the list of the increase of crime from 1833 to 18349 
brought forward by Lord Grey, upon the introduce 
tion of his new Coercion Bill in the House of Lords. 
<* The number of crimes," said the noble Lord, 
** committed in the province of Munster, during 
'< the month of May, 1833, was 54, but in last 
** May it has amounted to 171 ; and the number of 
^* crimes in the four provinces together, during the 
*< month of May, 1833, was 1,105, but in last 
*^ May it has amounted to the still more awful 
*< number of 1602.'** 

* Hwi8ard*8 tHoliamentaiy Debiites, Ut July, 1884. 
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Such is the state, on their own shevtring, to 
which Ireland was reduced by the policy of the 
modern- Whigs when last in office. A brighter pros- 
pect was about to open on our unhappy country ; 
but, alas, the curtain is once more closed upon her 
hopes, unless British Protestants will declare with 
one voice to the minister of the day, and to those 
who affect to represent them in the House of Com- 
mons, that the Protestant religion shall be main- 
tained inviolate. 

The Protestants of Ireland do not now require 
or expect any administration to conduct the govern- 
ment in Ireland on what is invidiously called the ' old 
ascendancy system,' nor do they seek any longer for 
the exclusive enjoyment of political privileges. 
They foresaw clearly the danger of resting the safety 
of our institutions on the rotten foundation of 
pledges, from those who deem it a fundamental 
<loctrine of their religion, ** that no faith is to be 
kept with heretics ;" they felt the hazard which 
would accrue to our church establishment by admit- 
ting the Roman Catholics within the citadel of the 
constitution, where they might ' go round her 
walls and mark well her bulwarks' with eager eye, 
to find where they could most easily invade her 
rights and despoil her of her property ; but all 
embittered feelings as to the past are now buried in 
oblivion, and all who are anxious to preserve the 
remnant that is left of the British constitution have 
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forgiven — ^if not forgotten — those errors, which 
an ignorance of the real nature of the Roman 
Catholic religion, and not' any disregard or ne- 
glect of our Protestant institutions, produced.—^ 
The Protestants of Ireland have now submitted 
to that which has become the law of the land with 
the same loyalty and patience which has marked 
their conduct at every period of Irish history ; but 
they still expect protection from government for 
their lives and properties, firmness and impartiality 
in the administration of thie law. They still confi- 
dently look to the British nation for the support of 
the established church, and the maintenance of Pro- 
testantism. They look to reformed England, who 
has herself been rescued from the ' blackness of 
darkness,' in which popery once enveloped her — to 
England, who has shaken off the tyranny, which once 
bound down her moral energies in fetters of priest- 
craft and superstition, now to spread the light of 
truth through their benighted country. They call 
on her — instead of cutting down or trampling on 
the little plant of true religion, and reproaching 
them because it has not flourished in a soil which 
she herself neglected to prepare — now to che- 
rish and to cultivate it ; assured that though 
it be now as the grain of mustard seed, it has a 
blessing promised, and shall yet spread out its 
branches over every corner of the land, when 
the scorching heat of popish persecution shall no 
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longer be able to wither its roots, nor the blight 
of infidelity to nip its bloom, but the dews of ^ re* 
freshing grace' shall * drop fiitness' from eyerjr 
leaf, and it shall become a tree of life in our too 
long parched and thirsty land* 

Much has been said of late years by Mr. (yConnell 
and his party to represent him to the British people 
and the British goyernment as the only organ of 
public opinion in Ireland ; and to prove that he had 
the people of this country under his control — all 
for the sole purpose of inducing the cabinet of the 
day to look on him as the mighty engine by which 
alone they could keep the wheel of goyernment 
steady in its movements, and preserve it from those 
shocks which the ebullitions of insurrectionary feeU 
ing so constantly produce. Many attempts have been 
made by the gentry of Ireland to expose these mis- 
representations, knowing as they do, not only how 
grossly the number of the Roman Catholics at large^ 
and the extent of their property in Ireland, have been 
exaggerated, butalso how extravagantly the influence 
of Mr. (yConnell over the respectable part of that, 
body has been overrated. All was, however, vain I 
Any endeavour to open the eyes of government to 
the truth, was received as the suggestion of what 
Mr. O'Connell elegantly designates " the bloody 
Orange faction ;** but at the eleventh hour the voice 
of truth has come from the cloud behind which Mn 
O'Connell's real influence has so long been con* 
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cealed, and we call on yon, British Protestants^ to 
awake and mark well its alUmportant lessons. 

In Mr. Croly*s pamphlet* we have not the conjec- 
tures of ^ Protestant ignorance/ nor the suggestions 
of * Orange bigotry,* but the infallible evidence of 
one who has spent his life behind the curtain, and 
who as fully knows as he ably exposes, the under- 
plot by which Mr. O'Connell has so long sustained 
his farce. 

The happy way, in which Mr. Croly has stripped 
of their importance the pompous terms * people of 
Ireland' and * public opinion,' now so much in 
rogue with Mr. CyConnell and his party, is quite 
inimitable. ** Who, then," says he, " are the people, 
'* or those who would arrogate to themselves the 
** paramount rights of legislation — and who would 
" legislate, too, in a very summary manner — desig- 
" nate, sentence, and execute ? A noisy, daring, 
"desperate, organised faction ; numerous, to be 
" sure, and to be found in all quarters ; employed 
" with singular dexterity by skilful leaders, to bring 
*^ into play the mass of the common people, which 
" task is executed at all hazards, at the expense of 
" justice and social order ; for, to effect their pur- 
** pose, they make no scruple to set at defiance all 
** laws, human and divine, leaving no man at liberty 



* An Ettay, ReUgions and Political, on Eodeaiastical Finance, as !«• 
gards the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland, &c. &c. By the Rev. David 
O. Croly, Parish Priest of Ovens and Agiis. Cork, 1834. 
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«< to decide for himself, nor any alternative to the 
*< timid and peaceable, but either to enlist under 
" their banners, or be visited by their vengeance. 
*< In short, a faction, the common disturbers of the 
*' public repose, and foes to the wealth, industry, 
" intelligence, and virtue of the country — a mere 
** section of a sect, enemies to the Protestant popu- 
*^ lation — to the aristocratic population, Protestant 
*^ and Catholic — and to the peaceable and well« 
^' disposed among all the classes of the commu- 
" nity/' 

Nor is his expos6 less able of the absurdity of the 
so-called public opinion, of which Mr. CyConnell 
has pleased to style himself controller and sole 
organ. 

" Much,*' says he, " is said about public opinion. 
?* The terms * public opinion' and * people* are used 
<* with equal impropriety in the political slang of 
** the day. But let us be particular. How is the 
<^ expression of public opinion, as it is called, pro- 
*< cured ; or what is it in reality ? A parish meet- 
*' ing is called, say in the parish chapel, to petition 
'< parliament for a repeal of the Legislative Union, 
f* Some forty or fifty persons assemble. The meet- 
" ing is graced by the presence of two or three well- 
«« trained hackneyed orators-^individuals generally 
** neither of means nor character, but glib of tongue 
<< and abounding in brass. These active gentlemen 
** concoct every thing, propose every thing, die- 
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<< tate every thing*, carry every thing, and conclude 
" every thing. No one, indeed, would have the 
<< hardihood to oppose them. 

'* The rustics bear, and gaze, and say * Amen.' * 

** The resolutions and petitions are signed, sealed, 
*< and delivered, and so the business is done. The 
** opinion of the itinerant orators is the opinion of 
** the persons assembled by chance or otherwise ; 
" and the opinion of these is the opinion of the 
" parish at large /" 

Admirable satire on the drivelling weakness 
of a government, which could be duped by such a 
counterfeit of a nation's sentiments — ^flattered into 
the scheme of seeking for support in Ireland 
through an agent, as limited in the sphere of his 
influence, as he was reckless in his means of acquir- 
ing it I 

Here, then, fellow^ountrymen, is an end for 
ever put to the rational hope of tranquillising or go- 
verning Ireland through the medium of Mr. CCon- 
nell's influence. The question we now ask, and 
one of vital interest to you and us, is, whether you 
will permit the awful experiment to be any longer 
tried, against the testimony of a long experience — 
in spite of evidence from such unquestionable au- 
thority ? Will you not lend to us the aid of your 
influence and your exertions to compel the attempt 
of tranquillising and governing our wretched coun- 



Digitized by 



Google 



S2 

try through the medium of those, who comprise its 
property, its intelligence, and its education — who 
hare ever proved themselves attached to British 
connexion — ^loyal subjects of a British King ? 

All who are acquainted with Ireland know that a 
just and firm government alone is required to silence 
and subdue the agitators and disturbers of public 
peace, and thus to ensure the introduction of Eng" 
lish capital — to improve and give stability to trade 
and commerce. Only let the ear of government be 
closed against the treacherous suggestions of dema* 
gogues and mock patriots, and opened to the opi- 
nions of the magistracy and gentry, who, from the 
stake which they have in the country, must always 
afford the best pledge, that their advice is suggested 
by an anxious wish for its welfare— let all mea- 
sures tending to vindicate the majesty of the law, 
and to give additional security to life and property, 
be ever adopted without vacillation or delay — 
in the administration of justice let no inquiry be 
made as to creed or politics, but let punishment 
inflexibly follow tipon crime, whether the c^ender 
be Whig, Tory, or Radical, Church of England- 
man, Presbyterian, or Roman Catholic — in the dis- 
pensation of government favours, let the first inquiry 
be (when a man's competency to discharge the duty 
is ascertained), are his principles bona fide those of 
attachment to British connexion ; his habits those 
of peace, order, and loyalty ? Away with the sys- 
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tern of base truckling to treacharous demagogues — 
the vain efforts to satisfy the insatiable appetite of 
the giant of disaffection, which has been so long 
fostered in the arms of a Whig government. Away 
with that system of policy, which has so nearly sapped 
the life-blood of confidence and hope which once in« 
vigorated the loyal portion of the Irish people ; 
palsied the only arm, which could crush this mon- 
ster of rebellion, and broken the only link, which 
can ever hold Ireland united to Great Britain* 
Then, and not till then, will tranquillity and pros- 
perity be restored to Ireland. 

Such is a brief outline of the policy, which would 
insure to any ministry a steady, cordial, and effective 
support of their government in Ireland, and surely 
we are not patiently to see tranquillity banished from 
our shores, the rights of property violated, our 
liberties trampled on by the tyranny of mob-law, and 
our lives handed over to the tender mercies of the 
murderer and assassin, without an appeal to the 
British nation. Upon you now, fellow-countrymen, 
depends the awful alternative .of seeing Ireland 
tranquillised and happy — a store-house of British ca- 
pitltl— a staple for British commerce ; or of suffer- 
ing her to remain a source of endless expense, of 
unceasing anxiety, a blot upon the page of your 
history, a stain upon your national glory. 

While, however, we are urging our claims on 
the sympathy and compassion of Englishmen, justice 
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compels us to appeal also to their national faith. 
Surely you are not noW' about to teach us that the 
interests of Ireland are of such minor importance 
to British Protestants, that our Church and our 
religion may be assailed with impunity, to pur- 
chase a false popularity for the minister of the 
crown, or to satisfy the thirst of a revolutionary 
faction. Is this the security for our Church and 
our religion, which we, Irish Protestants, bought 
with the sacrifice of our domestic legislature ? Is 
this the gloss which a British parliament now puts 
upon that solemn national compact, which declares 
<* that the churches of England and Ireland, as now 
^* by law established, shall be united into one Pro- 
'* testant Episcopal Church, to be called the United 
^ Church of England and Ireland, and that the doc- 
<* trine, worship, discipline and gorernment of tiie 
** saidunited Church shall be, and remain, in full force 
*' for ever, as the same are now by law established 
^^ for the Church of England, and that the continue 
'< tmce and preservation of the sud united Church 
'^ as the established Church of England and Ireland; 
<^ shall be deemed and taken to be an essential and 
^^JundamentalpsLriotthe Union ?" Is this the inter- 
pretation now to be given by your representatives 
to that oath by which our gracious Sovereign has 
sworn that he will *'tothe utmost of his power, 
" maintain the laws of God, the true profusion of 
*^ the Gospel, and the Protestant reformed religion. 
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^* established by the law, and that he will preserve 
** unto the Bishops and Clergy of this realm, and to 
*< the churches committed to their charge, all such 
" rights and privileges as by law do or shall apper- 
** tain to them or any of them ?** 

It cannot be I Ministers may devise their plans 
of plunder against our Church, but from our graci- 
ous Sovereign, from a British House of Peers, and 
from British Protectants, they will meet with that 
meed of reprobation and disgust, which justice im- 
peratively demands. 

* Weak men mast fall, since Heaven still guards the right" 

Where, fellow-countrymen — where is the spirit 
which animated your fathers — ^which led them to 
the stake and to the block in defence of their re- 
ligion ? Where is the flame, which kindled in their 
bosoms, when Popery again threatened to bereave 
them of the word of life and truth ? Shrink not, 
we implore you, from the call of duty in this hour 
of trial. 

Approach the throne with that humility and respect 
which becomes you, as loyal subjects, and yet with 
that boldness, whidi a frill confidence in the princi- 
ples and the wishes of your gracious Sovereign may 
inspire you. Supplicate him to dismiss from his 
councils, those who seem alike regardless of the ten- 
dency of those changes, which they advocate, and 
ignorant of the blessings of those inistitutions, which 
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tbejr seek to destroy. Summon jour miscalled 
representatives, to resign their solemn and impor^ 
tant trusti ere they betray your dearest and most 
vital interests. Remember, British Protestants, 
both our interests are the same — ^we are embarked 
in the one vessel-^-the arm which strikes at our 
religion and our Church now, only awaits ' a more 
convenient season,' to assail your altars and your 
homes. Silence or inactivity, at such a crisis, is 
treachery to your own cause. 

If ruin is at hand, leave not to your enemies to 
boast that you have been your own destroyers — 
that 

^ That England i|iat was wont to conquer otiien^ 
Hath made a ahameful conquest of itself." 

Leave not to your consciences the late and un- 
availing reproach, that — ^while mob orators were 
disseminating their poisonous doctrines through the 
country,' and delegates of political unions were 
more effectively forwarding the scheme of revolu» 
tion within the l^islature — the friends of peace and 
good order continued obstinately inactive or asleep. 
Remember that if the administration now form^ 
ed, remain sufficiently long in office to redeem 
their pledges, Ireland will be irrevocably handed 
over to the mercy of those who are panting for the 
destruction of Protestant property, life, and liberty I 
Remember that the choice is not now between 
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Whigs and Tories, but between Conservatives and 
Destructives. The question is not now simply whe- 
ther this or that set of men shall be in office, but 
whether those Institutions, which have been so long 
the sanctuary of rational liberty throughout this 
empire, shall be swept off before unbridled licenti- 
ousness, to make way for the establishment of demo- 
cratic despotism — whether true religion shall hence- 
forth hide her head, and Popery and superstition 
stalk proudly through our land — ^whether the union 
of Great Britain and Ireland shall be established on 
a still firmer basis, or the empire be split up into 
contemptible and hostile republics. 



THE END, 
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